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SSttyyllee  SShheeeett  ffoorr  AAnnyytthhiinngg  GGooeess::  TThhee  LLaaddiieess  
This show is set in 1933 and there is a distinct style that goes with it. 

There are a number of key things (in no particular order) about the style of the 1930s: 

 Introduction of short sleeves for dinner dresses. 

 Long narrow skirts that gradually flared out towards the bottom of the calf. 

 Sleeves on day-wear often were full from the elbow to the wrist, where they were drape 

onto cuffs or were loosely tied.  

 Hair: parted either in the centre or on the side and waving or curling the hair. Long bobs, 

created by pining up the front and sides of the hair and leaving the back loose or curled on 

the shoulder were another style.  

 It is all about glamour – nail polish and false eyelashes! 

 Unlike the 1920s, gone are the flat chests, bosoms re-appeared, waists back in their normal 

place and shoulders gradually got more pronounced as the decade wore on but our period 

they are not! 

 Shoes – neat court shoes are fine, pointed toes, high heels good as are sandals and sling 

backs. 

 Handbags are typically of the clutch variety. 

 Soft felt hats with brims, berets and large sun hats with even larger brims – all worn at an 

angle. 

 The ultimate accessory is a suntan – they became health mad in the 1930s. 

 Bias cut, long three-quarter length skirts and dresses. 

 Wide cape collars, peter pan collars, stand collars and oversized pointed collars adorned day 

dresses. 

 Low backs, bias cuts, diagonal seams and halter necks were all fashionable for evening wear. 

 Culottes and baggy trousers were popular too. 

 Geometry and bold shapes in fabric and jewellery are important to convey the Art Deco 

period. 

 Style icons included, Greta Garbo, Ginger Rogers, Joan Crawford, Bette Davies, Gertrude 

Lawrence and Jean Harlow. 

 Film essentials include: Gold Diggers of 1933, 42nd Street, Grand Hotel and Top Hat. More 

recently, Gosford Park. 
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Day Wear images: 
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Evening Wear Images: 

 

 

 


